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Application for Tree Preservation Order to be placed on Ancient 
Woodlands located at Castlewalk Plantation and Fairlie Glen 

1. The community of Fairlie requests a Tree Preservation Order to be placed on the  8.8ha of 
woodlands located at Castlewalk Plantation and Fairlie Glen. 

2. We would like the TPO to take provisional effect from the time of this application, as outlined 
in s.163 of Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Act, until representations are made and final 
confirmation is granted. 

3. The community of Fairlie suggests that North Ayrshire Council to serve a notice informing 
landowners and their agents that a TPO notice is in effect (s.271 of Town & Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act.).

4. The community of Fairlie would like NAC Plannin and Tree Officers to work with community to 
minimise losses of biodiversity occurring through woodland fragmentation, development and 
other land uses. Work with the community to enhance our local woodland habitats and 
ecosystem service they provide. 

Status

• There are no active TPO’s listed on the North Ayrshire Council for these woodlands. 

• These woodlands are listed on the SNH Ancient Woodland Inventory as long-established 
woodland of plantation origin. 

• Scottish Planning Policy identifies this type of woodland as an important and irreplaceable 
resource that should be protected and enhanced. 

• The designated ancient woodland has rich and natural woodland characteristics with important 
biodiversity, heritage and cultural values.

• The Scottish Executive is a signature to the UK Forest for Action which contains a commitment 
to protect ancient trees and woodland.
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Location of Woodland

The woodlands are located of Fairlie Glen and the Castlewalk Plantation linking Fairlie Burn, via 
the Lady’s Walk escarpment towards Keppen burn. The woodland covers a minimum area of 
8.8ha. A GIS shapefile of the woodland unit is available for download via SNH Ancient Woodland 
Inventory datasets.  

http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-spaces/index.jsp

We would also like consideration to individual trees, 
stands of trees, the ancient hedges along Lady’s Walk 
and ancient woodlands surrounding Keppen burn (yellow). 
These woods are necessary to establish a coherent 
network of protected woodland and provide an ecosystem 
service to the community. 

http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-spaces/index.jsp
http://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-spaces/index.jsp
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Development Threats

There are current threats to the integrity of Fairlie’s 
woodland that require urgent appraisal. 

• Developers have and continue to remove trees that 
were listed on the Ancient Woodland Inventory. Further 
removal of trees will have a significant impact on the 
integrity of the remaining resource.

• Historic Scotland raised concerns about the housing 
development between Fairlie Castle, a scheduled 
monument, and Kilburn Castle Designated Landscape. 
They stated that the development would have a significant impact on the historic landscape 
which has been managed by traditional means for centuries. Historic Scotland’s concerns are 
now being realised. 

• Many of the historic beech trees were previously felled from the lower section of Fairlie Glen by 
the landowner. Trees are currently being removed from the area around Fairlie Castle.  This is 
impacting a cohesive woodland network and wider consequences for local environment.  

• Tree cover that has been removed or significantly affected (blue) during recent  housing 
development. The future for the remaining beech trees are in doubt. 

• Grounds works have affected soil stabilisation with increased erosion from surface water run-
off. Sedimentation is now impacting the marine environment and recorded by SEPA as an 
ongoing pollution concern.
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Biodiversity

The Castlewalk plantation forms an established green corridor of environmental and cultural 
importance. The plantation links a diminishing network of ancient woodlands. It joins and is part 
of the Fairlie and Keppen burn woodlands which form unique semi-aquatic flowing water habitats, 
often described as  Scotland's rainforests. The woodlands preserve the integrity of the soil and 
ecological processes that drive primary production and promote biodiversity.

The Castlewalk Plantation is an important woodland corridor between the North and South of the 
village and links to other areas of designated ancient woodland. Bat species are known to use 
this corridor to navigate between roosts located in the southern entrance of Fairlie railway tunnel 
to foraging area around Kilburn golf course. It is also provides cover for small passerine bird 
species, birds of prey and provides necessary habitat for many deadwood and hole-boring 
specialists. Every tree that is removed and incremental fragmentation that the woods are 
experiencing is having negative impacts on local wildlife and wellbeing of the community. 

Barn owl
Tawny owl
Sparrow hawk
Kestrel
Common Buzzard
Waxwing
Fieldfare
Tree creepers
Herons
Long tailed tits
Great spotted woodpecker
Leisler’s bat
Daubenton’s bat
Soprano pipstrelle
Common pipstrelle
Robin
People

Sycamore
Ash
Fir
Beech
Pine
Hazel
Rowan
Hawthorn
Eider
Holly
Ramekin
Bramble 
Honeysuckle
Woodrush
Threshes
Cocksfoot
Creeping softgrass

Red campion
Wild garlic
Herb rodent
Foxgloves
Bluebells
Willowherb
Ivy
Creeping buttercups
Docken
Dandelion
Yarrow
Dog mercury
Star & Feather mosses
Chanterelles
Porcini mushrooms
Ferns
Meadowgrass

The Fairlie Community Wildlife Group is preparing a full species inventory for these woodlands 
and assessing the impacts of ecologically insensitive planning. Some notable species include:
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Ecosystem Service

The woodlands at Castlewalk and around the Fairlie and Keppen burns provided an ecosystem 
service by conditioning surface water form the issues above the woods before they exit to the 
sea. Fairlie Sands is a designated SSSI site with priory marine features including dwarf eel grass 
and extensive shellfish beds. The land around the woods is used for livestock and runoff has high 
concentrations of nitrogenous and bacterial coliform pollution. The trees function to remove this 
waste and reduce amount of harmful bacteria reaching designated shellfish beds. SEPA have 
reported that agricultural runoff from livestock is the primary reason that the Fairlie shellfish beds 
have failed coliform water quality tests and unsafe to eat. Sedimentation and run-off has recently 
increased with loss of vegetation cover and ability of land to hold water. 
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Amenity woods

A woodland core pathway runs the length of 
Fairlie glen, past scenic waterfalls to Fairlie 
moor. The historic ‘Lady’s Walk’ pathway 
connects Farilie castle to Kilburn Castle 
through the Castlewalk Plantation. 

These paths are popular with many user 
groups and provide a outdoor learning 
environment for children. 

The Lady’s Walk route in the ‘only’ natural 
pathway connecting the North and South 
ends of the village. Walking along the beach 
is restricted by tide level and pedestrian 
access along main trunk road is hazardous.

There are a minimum of 3.3km of 
established core woodland pathway 
interconnected by numerous smaller tracks. 

For generations he villagers have been the 
un-official custodians of the local woods and 
were employed to plant the trees and build 
most of the historical features that you will 
find in them. 

Lady’s Walk 

Lady's Walk is a historical roadway that was built around the same time the Castlewalk woodland 
was planted and links heritage and natural features. It is an integral part of the historic landscape 
that links Fairlie and Kelburn Castles. Historic Scotland have expressed a concern that the 
nearby housing development will have a significant impact on the Lady’s Walk pathway and its 
historical context. The scenic views from the historical roadway will be compromised by new 
housing and the edge of ancient woodland and pathway structure is under threat. Planning has 
failed to promote the naturalness of this historical feature, or the provision of functional 
connectivity between the pathway, wildlife and people. 
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Every tree is precious

“Scotland is famous for its yew trees.”  They form part of our living heritage and often found in 
close proximity to religious sites, many of which date back to pre-christian period. The 3000 year 
old Fortingall Yew and associations with Pontius Pilot is well documented. It is certain that 
communities place a high cultural value on all their woodlands and especially individual yew 
trees. 

“It is disappointing that the well established yew planted in ‘Manse’ field, below Craig Hill, was 
ripped out to make way for a portocabin.” One stroke of a pencil has destroyed a little bit of 
Fairlie’s living heritage. Someones uncle planted that tree, its could have lived for thousands of 
years, and now its gone!”  

The Yew tree is shown, on an OS 1900’s Map, in the SW corner of Manse Field. 


